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BENNINGTON Q-SERIES A REMODELED INTERIOR WITH 
FEWER “SECTIONS” THROUGHOUT

GIVES THE APPEARANCE AND COMFORT OF A REAL LIVING ROOM

BRAD FISHBURN, SUSAN BUFF AND TEAM 
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  Pontoon Boats have been compared to fl oating living 
rooms since the 1950s. But when Brad Fishburn came on 
board to design a new line for Bennington in 2006, he failed 
to see the connection. Company executives like Susan Buff 
(pictured) turned Fishburn loose.

“Every pontoon interior we saw was modular,” says 
Buff. “Two people would sit here. You’d sit over there. 
Everything was boxy, because that’s the way it had been 
done for decades.”

Fishburn and his team erased everything that had been 
established in pontoons, and brought out a new drawing 
board. Rolled seats were pitched in favor of the pillow tops 
we all see on sofas at home. Fixed forward seats were 
replaced with incliners that would allow leg rests to appear 
at the pull of a lever. Square rail systems? Gone. In came 

wide 2.5-inch rails, like you’d use on a porch. They also did 
away with two- and three-tone upholsteries, instead using a 
rich monochrome color to make all the furniture match. In 
lieu of under-seat storage that requires people to stand up, 
they went with slide-out drawers. 

“Some of the changes worked so well that we didn’t 
even notice,” says Buff. “Look closely and you’ll see little 
places where they used pieces of upholstery to blend, 
say, the helm station with the forward couch. It brings the 
whole interior together, naturally.”

The pontoon market hadn’t seen anything like it, but 
builders immediately went to work on their own high-end 
lines, in each case calling it “our response to Bennington’s 
Qs.” But nobody can doubt that Bennington was the fi rst to 
have the answers to its own Qs. — R.S.
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